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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES FALL TEACHER GRANT AWARDS 
ANN ARBOR – Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation Board of Directors announces the conclusion of its annual fall teacher grant award cycle with 28 different public school projects being awarded a total of $22,606.  The programs funded will impact an estimated 7,584 students at 21 Ann Arbor schools. AAPSEF grant awards are competitive – 61 applications were received in all – and the maximum amount of funding given per project is $1,000.   A 9-member volunteer team serves as the Grants Review Committee, including members of AAPSEF’s board, community members and retired AAPS staff.  Several projects received funding at the maximum amount.  Grants were awarded from kindergarten through high school levels.

Projects funded include a mural project at Skyline High School; installation of a garden at Roberto Clemente; additions to the science collection for K-5th grades at Carpenter Elementary School’s library; the purchase of West African percussion instruments for Ann Arbor Open; summer learning programs at Haisley and Lawton Elementary Schools, among others (see grants list following this page).  Some grant awards are for next-step phases of projects, such as the Scarlett Bands Clinic Remix Day, where local musicians spend a day at Scarlett working individually with students of their instrument.   Other projects, such as the Huron High School Science Extravaganza Day, are traditions that have been building their own history.  Extravaganza Day, in its fourth year of funding, introduces hundreds of 5th grade students to the world of high school science with hands-on physics experiments led by Huron High students.  The idea is to inspire the fifth graders to be excited about science classes offered in middle school, and thus prepare for high school courses in the subject.  

Ann Arbor Open’s music teacher, Dan Tolly, received funding for West African percussion ensemble instruments.  According to Tolly, "The support of the Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation allows educators to take our craft to a whole new level. The grant money received gives us the chance to bring the world to our students." 

New to the teacher grants this year is a fund established by the Pioneer High School Class of 1980, which at its 30th reunion this past summer gathered support for special education classrooms –more-
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(See “Big Shoes to Fill,” AAPSEF ENewsletter, August 2010).  In this granting cycle, students at Pioneer in the Life Skills Classroom will benefit from a new swing in the Sensory Area.  At King Elementary School, students with attention issues will experience the difference of using stand up desks, provided by a grant through this new fund.

Other grants are made through the foundation’s general fund. In addition, support for teacher grants is given through the Burns Park Players Grant Fund, The Eleanor B. Dahlmann Memorial Fund, The Freeth Family Fund, and Marcy Westerman Fund.

The 2010-2011 academic year is the 14th year that the Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation has awarded grants to staff.   Since the Educational Foundation began in 1991, its focus has been to give support for the unique programs that make Ann Arbor Public Schools among the best in the nation.    In addition to the large-scale grants that AAPSEF gives to the district, the smaller awards of teacher grants allow focused support on the classroom level.  A full list of the grants awarded follows, listed alphabetically by school.

School

Grant Project




Award Amount
Abbot

Farm Life Cycle Experience



$640

All schools
Art and Music Month




$1,000

A2 Open
West African Percussion Ensemble


$806

Bryant

Hard-Cover Read-Alouds for Library


$1,000

Carpenter
K-2 Science Enrichment Library


$500

Carpenter
3-5 Science Enrichment Library


$500

Carpenter
Museum Visits




$1,000

Forsythe
7th Grade Field Trip to Arab-American

$1,000



National Museum

Haisley
Haisley Summer Learning Program


$1,000

Huron
HS
Environmental Awareness through Science

$1,000

Huron HS
Huron Science Extravaganza Day


$1,000

King

Stand Up Desks to Increase Attention

$1,000

and Achievement

King

Home Links for Reading



$792

Lawton
5th Grade Students Experience C.H. Wright

$1,000



Museum of African American History

Lawton
Summer Learning




$1,000

Logan

Listening to Stories to Enhance Literacy Skills
$940

-more-
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School

Grant Project





Amount Awarded 

Mitchell
Mitchell Humanities: Authentic Latin Percussion
$1,000



Instruments

Pattengill
Open Events for Science



$1,000

Pioneer
Pioneer Trailblazers




$1,000

(+Bach, Dicken, Eberwhite, Lakewood, Lawton, Pattengill, Haisley

Pioneer
Life Skills – Sensory Area



$85

Roberto
Check Mate





$500

Clemente HS

Roberto
Gardening at Clemente



$570

Clemente HS

Roberto
Set Building and design for August Wilson’s
$1,000

Clemente HS   “Fences”

Scarlett
Scarlett Band Clinic/Remix Day


$1,000

Skyline
Murals at Skyline




$1,000

Skyline
Crash Test!





$936

Stone HS
Stone Stop and Shop




$500

Wines

5th Grade Butterfly/Moth Mural


$353

Last year, through the generosity of the Monroe Street Journal, AAPSEF was able to offer a spring grant cycle.  Teachers who may have eligible projects are encouraged to check the AAPSEF website under the “For Staff” tab for upcoming grant opportunities (click here).

The Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation (AAPSEF) is an independent, community-based, non-profit organization committed to helping all Ann Arbor Public Schools students achieve their highest potential by providing community support for innovative and excellent educational opportunities.

For more information and interviews, contact Wendy Correll at wcorrell@aapsef.org or (734) 994-1969.   For a list of FAQ’s about the teacher grant application process, click here.
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