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ANN ARBOR PUBLIC SCHOOLS EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION ANNOUNCES MAJOR GIFT FROM IMRA AMERICA TO “ONE MILLION REASONS” CAMPAIGN
ANN ARBOR – Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation announces a $50,000 gift to the One Million Reasons Campaign in support of math and science programs in the Ann Arbor Public Schools for the 2010-2011 academic year.  The contribution comes from IMRA America on the occasion of its 20th anniversary in Ann Arbor.   Founded in 1990, IMRA America, Inc. is a global-acting company dedicated to being the leader in the development of ultrafast fiber laser technologies for commercial applications.

 A check will be presented on Monday, August 30, 2010, to the Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation at IMRA’s 20th Anniversary celebration, held at the company’s headquarters in Ann Arbor.   AAPSEF’s Executive Director Wendy Correll accepts the check on behalf of the Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation board.

“This is an important beginning to the long-range partnership we are forging with our local business community on behalf of excellence and innovation in our public schools,” said Correll.  “We are deeply grateful that IMRA’s leadership acknowledges the importance of excellent math and science education in the development of our community’s workforce.  They are truly making an investment in our shared future.”
IMRA America’s President Takashi Omitsu presents the gift on behalf of the company and said, “I am pleased being here in Ann Arbor to conduct world class Research and Development.  The availability of excellent education, from K to graduate school, was one of our most important criteria when selecting this site.  We have had great success bringing talent from all over the world to the Ann Arbor area. Choosing Ann Arbor has helped lead to today’s success.”
IMRA America was established in Ann Arbor in 1990 by one of the largest automotive suppliers in the world, the Aisin Group, Japan.  Today, IMRA America is active around the world. Research, development, prototyping, manufacturing, and marketing and sales of ultrafast fiber lasers are carried out at IMRA’s Ann Arbor headquarters. 
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IMRA has developed innovative technologies for ultrafast lasers since 1994.  The FemtoliteTM ultrafast fiber laser series has been distributed to the world market from 1998.   Since 2004, the FCPA µJewel™ ultrafast fiber laser series has been produced in Ann Arbor.  The lasers are now sold to several OEM customers for medical and semiconductor equipment applications.  Through these customers IMRA’s lasers are now used all over the world. To date, IMRA America has developed an intellectual property portfolio of 151 patents with 244 pending in US and worldwide since 1990.   For more information about the company, visit www.imra.com or call (734) 930-2560.

 All proceeds from the One Million Reasons Campaign, including IMRA’s gift, will be directed to the Ann Arbor Public School District’s 2010-2011 academic year.  Gifts to the One Million Reasons Campaign can still be made online by visiting the Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation website at http://www.supportannarborschools.org, or by sending a check payable to AAPSEF at 2555 S. State Street, Ann Arbor, MI, 48104.   Due to technical difficulties with the online donation system, the deadline for contributions has been extended to August 31, 2010.   Contributors can also arrange to make monthly pledge payments with a scheduled draft from their credit card or checking accounts by contacting AAPSEF’s staff at (734) 994-1969.

The Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation (AAPSEF) is an independent, community-based, non-profit organization committed to helping all Ann Arbor Public Schools students achieve their highest potential by providing community support for innovative and excellent educational opportunities.

For more information and interviews, contact Wendy Correll at wcorrell@aapsef.org or (734) 994-1969.   For a list of FAQ’s about the “One Million Reasons” Campaign, here. 
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