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Summer Learning Program 

 Summer learning loss is a researched phenomenon.  All students 
experience learning losses when they do not engage in educational 
activities during the summer.  On average, elementary students lose 
2.6 months of math computation skills and reading comprehension 
scores decline by one to two months.* 

 To address summer learning loss the Burns Park PTO distributed 
ThinkStretchÕs Summer Learning Program workbooks to ALL K-4 
students !  Participation in the program was voluntary but students 
who did participate reduced their summer learning loss, easing the 
beginning of the next academic year! 

 *Source of data Ð Johns Hopkins University study  



Summer Learning Program 

What is the Summer Learning Program?  

¥! A Summer Learning Book for every student to work on 
independently: each book contains eight weeks of grade specific 
lessons for the summer; each lesson has a reading, writing and 
math activity as well as a bonus activity.   All activities are based on 
the AAPS curriculum and grade level report card outcomes and 
have been recently updated  with input from 826Michigan and AAPS 
staff 

¥! Additional bonus activities to do anytime 

¥! Prizes and recognition for lessons and activities completed 

¥! Parent Guide to Summer 



  Summer Learning Program 

Goals of the Summer Learning Program: 

¥! To reach ALL Burns Park current K Ð 4 students 
¥! To be affordable (itÕs free!) 

¥! To be attractive to students 

¥! To be grade specific 

¥! To focus on skill retention, not introduction of new skills 

¥! To provide the ability for students to be self-directed and self-
sufficient when working on the program 



Summer Learning Program 

How was the Summer Learning Program implemented at Burns 
Park? 

¥! ALL K-4 students received their own grade specific Summer 
Learning Book the last week of school 

¥! All parents will receive the Parent Guide to Summer 

¥! Students were instructed to work on their books for eight weeks of 
the summer 

¥! Students turned in their completed (or partially completed) Summer 
Learning Book to their new teacher in September 

¥! Students who completed half or more of their Summer Learning 
Book were recognized and awarded medals and small prizes at an 
all school assembly in the fall 



Summer Learning Program 

 Burns Park Elementary School would like to thank the Ann Arbor 
Public Schools Educational Foundation for their support.  All K-4 
students were given a Summer Learning Workbook free of charge.  
The AAPSEF grant represented a significant portion of the cost of 
the workbooks; additional funding came from the Burns Park PTO 
and voluntary donations from parents.  


