June 14, 2010

FAQ’S about the Ann Arbor Public Schools Educational Foundation Teacher Grant Process

Q. What types of projects do you fund?

A. It’s probably easier to list types of things that we don’t fund (this is not a complete list, just a guide)

a. AAPSEF teacher grant program does not fund programs that include or are for non-AAPS students.  We make a commitment to our donors that all of their dollars are for programs for students and staff of the Ann Arbor Public Schools.

b. AAPS staff stipends.  We may fund consultants and guest authors, but not stipends for staff.

c. Overnight travel or overnight field trips.

d. Food for celebrations.  If food is an integrated piece of a project it may be considered. 

e. Needed supplies to meet curriculum needs.  Items that are required to meet curriculum requirements ought to be paid for by the Ann Arbor Public Schools (text books, equipment, etc.). 

f. Programs that will have already taken place by the time of the announcement of grant winners.  

B. The above being said, please know that it is the mission of the Educational Foundation to “provide community support for innovative and excellent educational opportunities within the Ann Arbor Public Schools.”

 Q.      What do the Grant Category’s mean on the application, and which should I check for my application?

A.     Some of the funds for our Teacher Grants have been provided by community members and are for specific purposes.  Burns Park Players grants (maximum of $1,000) are for performing arts.  The Eleanor B. Dahlmann grant (maximum of $500) is for fine arts.  The Marcy Westerman grant (maximum of $1,000) is for fine arts.  The Huron Freeth Family Fund grant (maximum of $1,000) is for any category of grant at Huron High School.   Replication grants (maximum of $1,000) are to replicate grants previously awarded through the Educational Foundation.  General grants (maximum of $1,000) are for any type of grant.  The  Dr. David Aberdeen Memorial Fund is for any category of teacher grant (maximum of $1,000).  A mid-year contribution has made available up to $5,000 for grants specifically for writing literacy and journalism (maximum of $1,000, but we will consider collaborative requests for larger fund amounts.  Please contact the office with inquiries).

Q.  Can I check more than one grant category on the application?

A.  Yes, you may check all that apply to your grant but you cannot apply for more than $1,000 for a single grant.

Q.  How are grant applications evaluated?

A.  A committee of the Educational Foundation reviews all grants and scores in the following categories:  objectives stated clearly, results clearly stated, total students impacted in relation to its population (ESL, at risk, students of promise, etc.), hands on, direct experiences for students, clearly articulated relationship between teaching/learning objectives and proposed activities, go beyond traditional curricula material, community impact (low – one class of students, medium – several classes of students, high – entire school), length of impact of grant – is it replicable, continuous, last more than one year (higher score to longer duration).  Grants with the highest scores are awarded.   The scoring matrix is available on line to review in helping you to write your grant.

Q.  Who makes up the grant committee?

A.  The committee is made up of board members of the Educational Foundation as well as non-board members.  The group includes business people, former educators and parents.  Please keep that in mind when writing your grant.  Minimize or eliminate unnecessary jargon.

Q.  Can you offer any suggestions for improving my chances of receiving a grant?

A.  Sylvia Norris Jones, teacher educator at EMU, conducted a grant writing workshop for AAPS staff and offered some of the following recommendations:

- Follow instructions to the letter.  Print or type as asked; include a detailed budget; turn in completed application on time; keep narrative to one page

- Succinctly and clearly state what you want to do and what you want to have as an outcome

- Edit your work

- Write for the audience who will be reading your grant application

Communicate the link between the grant purpose, activities and outcomes

Q.  When is the application due?

A.  The deadline is Friday, October 1, 2010 at 4:00 pm.  Applications received by Wendy Correll at the AAPSEF office in Balas after 4:00 pm will not be considered.  We will not accept electronic submissions.  All applications must be copied for committee members and we do not want to accept responsibility of ensuring it arrives in our “in box”.
Q.  When will I learn if my grant will be funded?

A.  Grant selections will be announced no later than October 22nd.  Funds will be immediately available for use.

Q.  If my grant is not funded, may I appeal to the committee?

A.  No.  All decisions are final.  It is our hope that we may be able to provide feedback to applicants whose grants are not funded as to why they were not funded.
